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Why African Studies
          There is a need to study Africa as it revolves around our lives every day. People use African resources such as products and sometimes people do not even know when they are using the products. Africana studies are not just about learning about the places and the events that took place in the ancient days but also enables a learner to have the knowledge of the African history in relation to the current world. There are a lot of events that took place in the ancient days that have had an impact on the people’s way of living, what they choose to believe and how they interpret different events and occasions happening in the current world. African studies are just as important as any other studies one would wish to pursue as what is to be learned cannot end in a day, of course, if one has to pursue these studies, they might spend the rest of their lives learning about new things every day. Some of the events that took place in the ancient days that reflect to how people are living in the current world that necessitate the study of the Africa are quite many and that’s why people should ensure they have an idea of the origin of whatever is conspiring now (Richardson, 2019).
         The African civilization, known to be the period when people were advancing in both cultural development and social took place in many areas within Africa. Basing on the East, South and West Africa, civilization in East Africa was influenced by the civilization that had took place in Egypt. The Egyptian civilization led to the spread of Islamic religion in the East African which called for the need to rise of other new cultures which include the Swahili cultures. There was also establishment of the kingdoms which were very powerful such as the Songhai Empire. Having looked at this, without taking or pursuing the Africana studies, it might be different learning such events and things that exists in the current world. The Arab slave trade that took place for decades was as a result of the spread of the Islamic religion. During the slave trade, Atlantic slave trade for example, many Africans along with their cultures were being ferried into the New World ad it is then that the Scramble for Africa begun.  It is through the Atlantic slave trade that the industrial revolution, and the economic foundations were formed. These also led to more Africans especially the immigrants had more communities established in the America that enhanced the American culture and this is why studying Africa and its cultures is essential. For this case, the need to study Africa culture and other issues involved is to enable one understand each other especially between non-Africans and Africans.
           Another more felt civilization that calls for the study of the African issues and culture is the one that took place in the South Africa. Looking at its civilization process, it is noted that there was industrialization that replaced the agrarian revolution. The agrarian economy was the most practiced among the South Africa, but after the discovery of the minerals such as the gold and the diamonds, industrialization stepped in together with the development of infrastructure. Additionally, there are several kingdoms that were established whose parts are also today’s nations. For example, the Songhai empire which was bigger than the West European region had some of its parts become the current nations. The Islamic schools that were established during the period of the Songhai empire are still present around Timbuktu areas that was as a result of more spread of Islamic religion influenced from Egypt. This can only ne understood by taking the African studies of which without, one cannot relate the current with the past or cannot trace its origin. Another empire is the Great Zimbabwe in the Sub-Saharan Africa, that established a lot of myths that people are believing in till now. For Christians, they believed that the Citadel rock in once served as Queen of Sheba’s residence in the bible while historians on the other hand believe that it serves as a capital city of a certain empire (Hall, 2019).
           In conclusion, having gone through some of the civilizations that took place and th e direct impact on how and why things are the way they are now, it is noted that there is need to study Africa. First, the mixing of cultures that was caused by the slave trade that left other Africans in foreign lands calls for the need to study African culture especially for the new neighbors so that they can understand them. Another noted reason why it is important to study Africa is to be able to relate the current to the past. Questions such as ‘why are things the way they are?’ can only be answered when you take Africana studies. Foe example, the increased Islamic religion when traced back, it explains better why there re several Islamic cultures in particular areas such as Timbuktu. The rise of the Swahili culture that exists no can also be traced back from when the Islamic region was spreading to other parts from Egypt. Some of the existing big nations are a as a result of the great empires that they were under and in modern days, they have succeeded being among the great nations. For someone to understand the reason behind the success of a given African nation, they must have a better understanding of the issues and events that took place in the ancient days including the great empires that existed and the state of the nations that rose from them. A good example can be drawn from the nations that were part the Songhai empire such as Nigeria, Senegal, and Algeria in West Africa as they are among the strongest and great nations in the modern days.
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